Kenyon Collegian - April 16, 2020 by unknown
Digital Kenyon: Research, 
Scholarship, and Creative Exchange 
The Kenyon Collegian Archives 
4-16-2020 
Kenyon Collegian - April 16, 2020 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digital.kenyon.edu/collegian 
Recommended Citation 
"Kenyon Collegian - April 16, 2020" (2020). The Kenyon Collegian. 2526. 
https://digital.kenyon.edu/collegian/2526 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Archives at Digital Kenyon: Research, Scholarship, and 
Creative Exchange. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Kenyon Collegian by an authorized administrator of 
Digital Kenyon: Research, Scholarship, and Creative Exchange. For more information, please contact 
noltj@kenyon.edu. 
ESTABLISHED 1856 April 16, 2020 Vol. CXLVII, No. 23
Kenyon announces the cancellation of all its summer programs 
As a result of the ongoing COV-
ID-19 pandemic, Kenyon has chosen 
to cancel all campus-based summer 
programs through the end of July. The 
decision, announced on April 13 in an 
email sent through the Office of Com-
munications, hinged on the fact that 
the number of cases has yet to peak in 
Ohio, suggesting that the quarantine 
is unlikely to be lifted until late into 
the summer. Some of the suspended 
programs include the Kenyon Educa-
tional Enrichment Program (KEEP), 
the Kenyon Review Young Writers 
Workshops, all campus-based student 
research and the 2020 Alumni Re-
union Weekend.
“The question about what to do 
about the summer has been in the air 
ever since we made the decision to go 
remote teaching for the rest of the se-
mester,” President Sean Decatur said. 
“It’s pretty clear that even if [social 
distancing requirements] were re-
moved towards the end of May, it re-
ally doesn’t give much time to actually 
start getting the campus ready for the 
summer. It feels like the right thing 
to do is to just call off summer pro-
grams.”
The announcement brings disap-
pointment to students and organizers 
alike. While the Kenyon Review nor-
mally hosts hundreds of students at 
its annual Young Writers Workshops, 
this year its only classes will be online. 
Tory Weber, associate director of pro-
grams at the Kenyon Review, claims 
that she’s already received plenty of 
emails from devastated Young Writers 
applicants.
“I will really miss the energy and 
creativity that summer programs 
homes to Ohio? Once here, will they 
be required to quarantine? It makes 
little sense to proceed without that in-
formation.”
According to Director of Student 
Research Drew Kerkhoff, both faculty 
and student researchers will have the 
option to postpone their projects to 
the summer of 2021. However, Kerk-
hoff noted that many students will be 
able to continue their research from 
home by connecting with faculty men-
tors online.
“The students and mentors involved 
will be supported to the same level 
they would’ve been on campus,” Kerk-
hoff wrote in an email to the Colle-
bring to campus,” Weber wrote in an 
email to the Collegian. “But we are 
looking to brighter days ahead and 
have already set the dates for a robust 
slate of workshops in 2021.”
Associate Provost for Diversity, Eq-
uity & Inclusion Ted Mason is disap-
pointed by the suspension of KEEP, 
but acknowledges how difficult it 
would be to hold such a program in the 
current climate.
“Consider the questions one would 
need to think about,” Mason wrote 
in an email to the Collegian. “Among 
them might be: Has the ‘stay at home’ 
order from the State of Ohio been 
lifted? Can students travel from their 
gian. “Many projects, however, require 
laboratory equipment or access to 
field sites, or are otherwise incompat-
ible with remote work. Some research 
simply requires social interactions and 
engagement with the physical world!”
While the changes will disrupt 
the schedules of students, faculty 
and alumni alike, the College is do-
ing what it can to mitigate the effects. 
Several of the interrupted programs 
have been rescheduled to later dates: 
The 2020 Reunion Weekend has been 
moved to May 2021, while the KEEP 
summer classes will be replaced with 
a pre-orientation program, with addi-
tional curricula to be held during the 
school year. While Mason does not yet 
know what this curriculum will look 
like, he expects it will retain features 
of the original program, such as “an 
intensive classroom experience and 
the building of a cohort.”
The changes will also impact stu-
dents who had hoped to hold jobs on 
campus this summer. Dozens of stu-
dents had planned to work for summer 
programs such as the Young Writers 
Workshops, in addition to those who 
would have been employed on campus 
while conducting research. In order to 
fill the void left by the missing student 
workers, the College is opening up em-
ployment opportunities to the few stu-
dents who remain on campus. How-
ever, students looking to earn summer 
income might not have many options.
“We’re still navigating what the re-
mote working world looks like for this 
summer,” Decatur said. “For summer 
employment, if the jobs can’t be done 
remotely or the students aren’t among 
the students who are here on campus 
already, then yeah, those students will 











As part of the $2 trillion 
stimulus package passed by 
Congress late last month, 
Kenyon will receive roughly 
$940,000 to carry it through 
the pandemic, according to 
Inside Higher Ed ’s report on 
Friday. Of this money, half 
will be allocated toward emer-
gency financial aid grants for 
students, namely those unable 
to pay tuition due to financial 
circumstances caused by the 
pandemic. 
The COVID-19 relief bill, 
also known as the CARES Act, 
allocates $14 billion to insti-
tutions of higher education. 
While a seemingly exorbitant 
number, college and univer-
sity leaders across the coun-
try have expressed concerns 
both that it is not enough and 
won’t come in time. 
As institutions grapple 
with the economic burden of 
refunding tens of millions in 
housing and dining fees, en-
dowments beholden to a vol-
atile stock market and the 
additional costs of remote 
learning, they are desper-
ate to receive federal funding 
now more than ever. Unfortu-
nately, this package is far less 
than the $50 billion in emer-
gency aid that they requested. 
“While this legislation is an 
improvement from where the 
Senate started, the amount of 
money it provides to students 
and higher education institu-
tions remains woefully inad-
equate,” Ted Mitchell, presi-
dent of the American Council 
on Education (ACE), said in 
a statement. ACE represents 
more than 1,700 colleges and 
universities, including Ken-
yon. 
At just under $1 million, 
Kenyon is receiving consid-
erably less than its peer in-
stitutions, and least among 
those in the Five Colleges of 
Ohio, while Ohio Wesleyan 
University and Kenyon have 
comparable enrollment sizes, 
Ohio Wesleyan will receive 
roughly $700,000 more. This 
is likely due to the nature of 
the distribution of funding, 
which favors institutions with 
higher numbers of low-in-
come students: 75 percent of 
this money is being distribut-
ed based on the percentage of 
an institution’s students who 
receive Pell Grants, while the 
other 25 percent is being allo-
cated according to enrollment 
numbers. 
This complex distribution 
system, however, is current-
ly doing far more harm than 
good. As a form of means-
testing, it requires intense 
time for the Department of 
Education to combine thou-
sands of databases and wres-
tle with technical questions, 
which could delay the stimu-
lus by months, according to 
Inside Higher Ed. 
There has yet to be an an-
nouncement from the Educa-
tion Department as to when 
colleges and universities can 
expect to receive these funds. 
In response, Mitchell wrote a 
letter to Secretary of Educa-
tion Betsy DeVos on April 2, 
expressing these concerns on 
behalf of the country’s insti-
tutions of higher education. 
“We appreciate the signifi-
cant sums the federal govern-
ment has provided thus far to 
combat the impact of COV-
ID-19 on our campuses. How-
ever, we must stress that the 
assistance included for stu-
dents and institutions in the 
CARES Act is far below what 
is essential to respond to the 
financial disasters confront-
ing both,” Mitchell wrote. “I 
fear this funding will be for 
naught for many institutions 
unless the department can act 
very quickly to make these 
funds available.” 
College to receive almost $1 million from COVID stimulus bill
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Livestreamed Honors Day celebrates students and faculty
While the world remains un-
der quarantine, with Kenyon 
students taking their remote 
classes from various locations 
across the globe, the school has 
had to adjust many of their tra-
ditional springtime rituals. 
Lacking the typical fanfare of a 
processional down Middle Path 
with hundreds gathered in Rosse 
Hall to celebrate the successes of 
their classmates, President Sean 
Decatur and Provost Joseph Kle-
sner hosted a livestreamed Hon-
ors Day ceremony on April 14.
The 50-minute long pre-re-
corded ceremony opened with 
a recording of Kenyon’s Cham-
ber Singers, directed by Profes-
sor of Music Ben Locke, singing 
“Gaudete Omnes” by Jan Piet-
erszoon Sweetlinck over a slide-
show of springtime Kenyon pho-
tos. The montage ended with a 
video clip of President Decatur, 
clad in and surrounded with full 
Honors Day regalia, standing in 
a vacant room, addressing the 
Kenyon community on the cir-
cumstances of this unique Hon-
or’s Day ceremony.
After brief remarks on the 
unusual nature of this occasion, 
Decatur announced that the 
College would be granting hon-
orary doctorate degrees to Dan-
iel Mark Epstein ’70, a renowned 
biographer and former faculty 
member, Janet Lord ’88 P’19, 
board chair of Amnesty Interna-
tional, and Bud Shaw ’72 P’09, a 
pioneering organ transplant sur-
geon. The honorary doctorates 
will be celebrated in full, with 
remarks from those honorees, at 
a later date.
Decatur then transitioned 
to the Trustee Teaching Excel-
lence Awards, given annually 
to two professors, one who has 
been on staff for less than 10 
years and one who has worked 
at Kenyon for over 10 years. This 
year’s awards went to Associ-
ate Professor of History Patrick 
Bottiger and Associate Profes-
sor of Political Science H. Abbie 
Erler, respectively. According 
to remarks made by President 
Decatur, Professor Bottinger is 
“widely appreciated by [his] stu-
dents and colleagues for [his] 
shaping of the U.S. History cur-
riculum at Kenyon, and for [his] 
efforts to restore Native Ameri-
cans to the prominence that they 
deserve in the larger history of 
the Americas.” Professor Erler 
was honored for her community 
involvement, including a com-
munity-based internship com-
ponent in one of the Public Pol-
icy senior seminars and a focus 
on community-based research 
in her women and gender stud-
ies course, Gender, Power and 
Knowledge: Research Practices 
(WGS 331).
The program then transi-
tioned into smaller, departmen-
tal awards and honors, while 
also recognizing those students 
who received special scholar-
ships and fellowships, such as a 
Fulbright scholarship. The com-
plete list of honors and awards 
can be found on the Kenyon 
Honors Day website. 
The program concluded with 
Vice President for Student Af-
fairs Meredith Harper Bonham 
’92 announcing the College 
prizes, including the Prestigious 
E. Malcolm Anderson Cup, first 
awarded in 1935 and inscribed 
every year with the name of a 
student who, in the opinion of 
the students and faculty, has 
done the most for Kenyon in 
the last year. This year’s recipi-
ent was Jodi-Ann Wang ’20, who 
also won the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Humanitarian Award for the 
student who “had best promoted 
social justice through service 
activities and programs as ex-
emplified by the life and work of 
Martin Luther King Jr.”
While the ceremony helped 
the College honor their exempla-
ry seniors as best they could dur-
ing the coronavirus disruptions, 
there still lacked the prestige of a 
traditional awards ceremony. 
“It was odd,” President De-
catur said in an interview with 
the Collegian. However, he not-
ed that he was touched by the 
montage of pre-recorded con-
gratulatory messages from pro-
fessors which played after the 
awards were all announced. “I 
knew the [montage] was coming 
because we asked for them … 
but I certainly didn’t know how 
many people would respond and 
that it would be such a broad re-
sponse and a good, solid 10 min-
utes of individual folks weighing 
in,” Decatur said. “It certainly 
helped to make up for the fact 




KYDSA holds fundraiser for COVID-19 community relief
In just under a week, the Ken-
yon Young Democratic Socialists of 
America (KYDSA), in partnership 
with United Way, raised over $4,000 
towards the COVID-19 Community 
Response and Recovery Fund, which 
was created to bolster the Knox Coun-
ty economy during the pandemic.
“A couple of days ago, I said that I 
wanted to break $1,000, but we have 
broken $4,000,” Noelle O’Neal ’21, a 
current member of KYDSA, said.
Sigal Felber ’21, who served as a 
co-chair of KYDSA for two semes-
ters, spent this past semester study-
ing off campus in Philadelphia, where 
she was involved with labor and com-
munity organizing. Once the COV-
ID-19 crisis escalated, she decided to 
bring her ideas to the Mount Vernon 
community. She decided to contact 
United Way after learning about the 
preexisting fund. 
United Way has set up a world-
wide relief fund to help vulnerable 
communities during the COVID-19 
pandemic. According to an email 
sent out by KYDSA, the average rent 
in Mount Vernon is $350-600, utili-
ties are $150 and medication vouch-
ers total around $50 per family; Unit-
ed Way’s fund intends to cover these 
costs. 
“From a perspective of rural orga-
nizing and community outreach, it’s 
important to respect and acknowl-
edge the work that has already been 
done in the community,” O’Neal said. 
“If there are people who know the 
best way to allocate resources, sup-
porting them in whatever way you 
can is really important. Doing a fun-
draiser was the most effective way to 
help people in need.”
While KYDSA has received sup-
port from a number of different stu-
dents, faculty, alumni and current 
staff members, a large portion of the 
donations have been from other cam-
pus organizations, with the greatest 
share coming from the Archons, the 
PEEPS and the Ransom frisbee team. 
“PEEPS and Archons have donat-
ed the remainder of their dues that 
were gathered this semester to Unit-
ed Way, which Archons had already 
been planning on doing,” Felber ex-
plained. “I think what they’ve both 
done is really incredible, because you 
can’t donate BFC-allocated money.”
With Kenyon students away from 
campus, Felber expressed the impor-
tance of supporting this fundraiser.
“Word of mouth is really power-
ful if people are in a place where they 
can donate,” Felber said. “It’s a really 
great thing to consider donating to, 
considering Kenyon students do pa-
tronize local businesses and restau-
rants and shops [while on campus].”
Both Felber and O’Neal ask that 
Kenyon students continue to share 
the fundraiser on social media and 
donate if they are able. Students can 
contact KYDSA at kydsa@kenyon.edu 





A screen capture from the online Honors Day celebration. The live 
stream can be found at https://livestream.com/accounts/7106882.
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Josh Aberman ’20 is recording an album from his bedroom. Many other students have explored new creative outlets during quarantine. | COURTESY OF JOSH ABERMAN
It’s no secret that Kenyon students are con-
stantly busy; it’s what makes Common Hour so 
valuable and why everyone runs on “Kenyon 
Time,” always arriving five minutes late. This is 
largely due to Kenyon students’ strong commit-
ment to their extracurricular activities. When 
not in class, studying or attending office hours, 
most students are in club meetings, at practice 
or working at an on-campus job. Since the CO-
VID-19 pandemic forced Kenyon to move to 
remote learning in March, many students have 
found themselves in an unprecedented predica-
ment: They aren’t busy. With an absence of ac-
tivities, both Kenyon-related and in the greater 
world, many students have found creative ways 
to occupy their free time while social distancing. 
Some students have started with the obvi-
ous: They have taken up hobbies that are infa-
mous for being time-consuming. Julia Hintz 
’22, for instance, decided to learn how to solve 
a Rubik’s Cube. But, once she started, she found 
that solving a Rubik’s Cube is not as long a pro-
cess as commonly believed, taking her only one 
night. Despite lacking the prolonged challenge 
Hintz sought, she takes pleasure in this new-
found ability.
“I think it’s just rewarding to look at [the Ru-
bik’s Cube] and know it can’t stump you. Also, 
the mindless doing it—once you’re good at it—is 
super meditative,” Hintz said. 
Franny Millen ’22 is one of many students 
who has been using her newfound time as a way 
to bond with families and communities. After 
learning how to play Mahjong from her young-
er brother, who learned the game while away at 
college this year, Millen saw an opportunity be-
come closer to her family. 
“[I] decided to get my parents involved so 
our whole family could play. We’ve started to 
play it weekly, whenever we all have time,” Mil-
len said. “It’s a nice way to spend time together.”
Hayley Dietrich ’21, who has been spending 
time workshopping her writing ideas with her 
friends from the Kenyon Writing Center’s Cre-
ative Writing Table (KWC-CWT), expressed 
similar feelings. 
“After having been abroad [all year] and un-
able to participate in [KWC-CWT] … [it’s been] 
good to have feedback as I progress with new 
ideas. [Talking with KWC-CWT members] 
makes me feel less isolated … It’s a useful new 
part of my quarantine routine,” Dietrich said. 
Students are also using their time away from 
campus to begin massive projects which they 
would not have otherwise had the time to take 
on. Among these students is Haley Cohen ’23, 
who has taken her passion for fashion history to 
a whole new level: Despite never having sewed 
before, she has made it her goal to sew an entire 
17th-18th-century Western European period 
costume. However, the creation of such a peri-
od-piece costume is complex for even the most 
experienced sewers, let alone a beginner like Co-
hen, so she started building her skills with the 
basics. 
“I started by taking some older clothes of 
mine that I don’t wear and altering them into 
things that I would,” Cohen said. “My first proj-
ect was taking a cropped T-shirt and making it 
into a tank top. I had to cut off the sleeves and 
then pin the rough edges down to sew hems on 
either sleeve … Right now, I’m working on hem-
ming a skirt.” 
The project has been a useful distraction for 
Cohen during these difficult times. 
“Sewing gives me something productive to 
do with my hands other than school work … 
It’s also just nice to sit back and watch Antiques 
Roadshow and not feel as guilty about procrasti-
nating writing my Quest [PSCI 101Y-102] essay,” 
she said. 
Josh Aberman ’20 has spent his time record-
ing and producing his own album, and even 
converted his bedroom into a makeshift record-
ing studio. The project has been a cathartic ex-
perience for him, allowing him to make sense of 
what he was feeling after Kenyon’s closure.
“When it was announced that Kenyon was 
shut down [for the semester], I kind of just en-
tered song-writing mode. I often find that at the 
toughest moments of my life, I get huge bouts 
of creativity and so the songs just kind of start-
ed flowing,” Aberman said. “This has basically 
been the only way that I’ve been able to cope 
with being quarantined.” 
Though he wishes that he could be at Kenyon 
for his final spring semester, Aberman has tried 
to view this project as a silver lining. 
“I’d much rather be at Kenyon playing with 
[my band] The Millennial Pinks or working in 
the WKCO recording studio than making mu-
sic alone in my room, but I’m trying to keep a 
positive attitude. Music keeps people’s spirits 
alive, and that is how I am employing it for now.”
Dora Segall ’20 has taken a strong interest in 
how her peers are coping. In search of a hobby 
that could fulfill her interest in journalism, she 
decided to launch her Instagram account, @co-
vid.college, documenting college students’ expe-
riences with social distancing. Though her ac-
count is centered around the COVID-19 crisis, 
Segall emphasized that the project is about much 
more than the crisis itself, but also how it has im-
pacted students’ daily lives.
“I think the main thing to me is going be-
yond the actual crisis,” she explained. “At the be-
ginning [of the pandemic], people [were] talking 
about what their response was when everything 
went into lockdown and everything, but I’m try-
ing to focus more on people’s daily experiences 
… I just want to see, within this new normal, 
what people are experiencing.”
Although being away from the Hill during 
the pandemic has been no easy task, Kenyon 
students are trying to make the best of the situa-
tion, even if that requires some creativity. 
Women at Kenyon find power in weightlifting at the KAC
DORA SEGALL
STAFF WRITER
After two months away from 
campus, the Kenyon Athletic Center 
(KAC) may feel distant. When imag-
ining the facility — specifically the 
matted area of Patterson Fitness Cen-
ter — one is likely to picture it filled 
with male athletes. However, there is 
another group longing for the weight 
racks: female students who work out 
independent of a sports team.
Angie Perkins ’21, Yiyi Ma ’20 and 
Elizabeth Iduma ’20 each began exer-
cising seriously in high school.
For Ma, the decision to start lifting 
was a major lifestyle change. “I was 
always picked last on all of the team 
sports when I was young, and I was 
really sick of it,” she said. As she built 
up her physical strength and became 
more familiar with various workouts, 
she discovered a passion for weight-
lifting. Though initially quite skinny, 
“as I got more proficient with lifting, 
and as I started eating more, [I got] 
stronger,” Ma said. “I started look-
ing forward to going to the gym a lot 
more, because it was cathartic.” She 
found that lifting gave her both a re-
lease and confidence boost that, as a 
teenager, were incredibly rewarding. 
Perkins and Iduma both found 
working out alone to be a natural 
transition from their participation in 
sports. Iduma explained that when 
she stopped playing soccer, she found 
that she enjoyed exercising alone more 
than “working out with middle-aged 
women all the time.” Perkins used 
weightlifting to continue physically 
challenging herself when a severe con-
cussion forced her to stop running 
track. Though she misses team sports, 
she says that being able to lift gives her 
a sense of control.
Perkins and Ma agree that lifting 
weights in the KAC was quite daunt-
ing when they first came to Kenyon. 
“It really, really stressed me out fresh-
man year,” Perkins said. “I really 
didn’t like it. I would learn basically 
when all the teams had practices and 
then I would go the opposite time as 
that.” 
Ma agreed that working out at Ke-
nyon can be intimidating. “In general, 
I think gyms are a really unhealthy 
place mentally for a lot of people,” she 
said. “When I first started going to the 
gym, I was really insecure of myself.” 
To this day, she sometimes struggles 
with a competitive mentality when 
she is exercising in a shared space, 
explaining that it can be hard not to 
think about how much she is lifting in 
comparison to the person next to her.
Perkins also said that the Fitness 
Center can be stressful because of how 
exposed one feels. Aside from the de-
sire to avoid certain people on cam-
pus, Perkins, who has gained a reputa-
tion for her rigorous and unorthodox 
workouts, is always taken aback when 
people approach her outside of the 
KAC. “People used to come and find 
me out reading and [say] ‘Hey, I’ve 
seen you in the KAC,’” she said. She 
added that she has often danced dur-
ing workouts, something that has 
drawn particular comments.
Iduma does not mind the visibility 
she experiences in the Fitness Center. 
“I think a lot of people feel like when 
they’re getting stared at, they’re being 
judged, but I honestly have never met a 
single person who’s judging someone 
else in the weight room,” she said. “I al-
ways assume whenever someone looks 
at me in the weight room, it’s because 
they’re like, ‘Damn, that’s awesome,’ 
because that’s the only reason I ever 
stare at people in the weight room,” 
she explained.
Another element of Iduma and 
Perkins’ visibility may be their gender. 
“In the actual lifting area, it’s almost al-
ways guys,” Perkins said. “Early in the 
morning, there will be girls too, which 
always makes me really happy.” While 
working out publicly is empowering 
for Iduma, she noted that the lack of 
women in the weightlifting area might 
be a deterrent to newcomers. “There’s 
definitely a much smaller percentage 
of women in the actual weight area of 
the room and even less who are like big 
lifting, so it can be intimidating, espe-
cially when sports teams are there,” 
she said.
Ma encourages people who are 
considering weightlifting to try it de-
spite the KAC’s daunting atmosphere. 
“Everyone that is big started out some-
where,” she said. “When I first started 
lifting, I couldn’t pick up any of the 
weights. I had to ask people to pick 
them up for me.” 
Perkins added that she is always ea-
ger for friends to join her at the KAC 
during low-density hours so she can 
help them use the equipment prop-
erly and get comfortable with weight 
training. “I would love it if more peo-
ple ... actually felt confident lifting in-
stead of just doing like elliptical stuff 
and then [saying they wished they 
could do more],” she said. “I feel like 
that [lack of confidence] is the biggest 
reason most people don’t do it.”  
Staying in shape right now is prov-
ing a challenge for students who relied 
on the KAC to lift weights. Iduma said 
she has turned to other forms of exer-
cise. “I go back and forth on finding 
motivation to run because I do think 
that running is actually very bad for 
your body, and so I get a little para-
noid,” she said. “[But if] I don’t run, 
then I feel like trash because I literally 
don’t walk more than 10 feet in a day.” 
Ma keeps up weight training using 
random items around the house. “I 
found a 20-pound weighted vest and 
some ankle weights, so I did 100 jump 
squats,” she said. She noted that even 
without equipment, there are ways to 
stay in shape. “I realized that if you do 
something enough, like you will get 
sore.”
Kenyon students remain creative in spite of quarantine
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In 1990, the Kenyon community rallied around an attempt to break the Guinness World Record for the world’s largest Christmas wreath. | COURTESY OF ROBBY VOTH
Chainsaws, chicken wire and Kenyon’s Christmas wreath
TOMMY JOHNSON
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Kenyon promotes itself on the “About Ke-
nyon” section of the web page as a school that 
“welcomes curiosity, creativity, intellectual 
ambition and an openness to new ideas.” In 
mid-December of 1990, students, Kenyon staff, 
Christmas tree farmers and some high school 
teachers from Mount Vernon put their energies 
towards turning an idea into reality on the lawn 
connecting Peirce Hall and Ascension Hall. 
Their leader was none other than Robby Voth 
’92: a man on a mission. 
Voth, now a Chicago-based consultant and 
managing director for Russell Reynold Associ-
ates, led a community-wide effort to construct 
the world’s largest Christmas wreath. While 
the Collegian reported that nearly 60 members 
of the press would be in attendance to witness 
this massive undertaking, including the Co-
lumbus Dispatch and USA Today, one crucial 
figure had been forgotten: a representative 
from the Guinness Book of World Records. 
Voth hatched this idea around 10 p.m. on 
a Thursday night in the middle of that fall se-
mester. Voth recalls that he was studying when 
his roommate, Karl Slatoff ’92, walked in. He 
said that there was a Guinness Book of World 
Records lying out in the common area. Slatoff 
picked up the book and, to Voth’s recollection, 
said, “I can break any of these records and I’ll 
get in there before you can,” tossing the book in 
Voth’s direction as a challenge. 
Voth says this was a typical joke from Slat-
off, a national champion on the Kenyon swim-
ming and diving team. Despite, or perhaps be-
cause of, the challenge’s jocular origins, Voth 
flipped through the book and soon came upon 
a record that looked beatable: a massive 113-
foot wreath constructed by the Clemsonville 
Christmas Tree Farm in Maryland.
“And then it just came to me: We could just 
go to the main area in front of Peirce and build 
a wreath, so that’s how it started,” Voth said, 
looking back on that fateful night. From there, 
Voth brought his idea forward to then-Dean of 
Students Cheryl Steele. Steele wanted to see a 
plan before she gave him institutional support. 
It didn’t take long for Voth to come up with 
a design. It was, essentially, an elevated trench: 
a circle of chicken wire stapled to wooden poles 
spaced six feet apart. The chicken wire would 
be bent into an upside-down U-shape so to act 
as a basket for literally tons of spruce, pine and 
fir. With this simple but ambitious idea, Voth 
returned to Steele, who approved the plan and 
provided him with a small operating budget. 
After he received approval from the Col-
lege, the Collegian reported on Voth’s plan in 
the Nov. 15, 1990 issue. The attempt was sched-
uled for Dec. 15. Pulling from all corners of the 
campus, Voth promised an event that would ri-
val the Whos of Whoville. To the Collegian, he 
said that in unveiling his wreath plan: “Gam-
bier will not only be in the Guinness Book of 
World Records but in almost every newspaper 
throughout the nation.” Voth had enlisted the 
help of Micheal Matros, Kenyon’s then-news 
director, to get in touch with over 60 print and 
television media outlets. 
In addition, Voth said he placed a call with 
Guinness and they gave him the rules. They 
told him to make sure to reach out again and 
make sure that he had a representative there to 
verify the record. 
“So, we needed to get poles, we needed to get 
chicken wire … and then somehow we had to 
get enough Christmas trees to fill the wreath,” 
Voth said. 
Voth got a hold of the chicken wire and 
wooden poles pretty quickly; Kenyon mainte-
nance worker Yauncey Newman helped Voth 
get great discounts on them. “Yauncey New-
man was … well-known to all the students, a 
wonderful, wonderful man,” Voth recalled. 
Newman and his wife, Juanita, were both long-
time employees of the College who formed 
close connections with many students.
As for the Christmas trees, Voth found a 
local tree farm and offered approximately one 
dollar per foot for the bad trees that they weren’t 
going to sell. They dropped off over 100 Christ-
mas trees. Voth again turned to the commu-
nity to break these trees down into branches 
to weave into a wreath. Voth enlisted teach-
ers from Mount Vernon High School, who he 
knew from helping to coach the school’s wres-
tling team during his time at Kenyon. 
According to Voth, an army teachers, 
armed with hand saws and chainsaws, de-
scended upon the Hill, piling up the branches 
and carting off tree trunks. 
With everything in order, the Dec. 13 issue 
of the Collegian previewed the event. It noted 
that the chicken wire and pole structure would 
form a wreath 140 feet in diameter, once the 
trough was filled in with a reported 10 tons of 
Christmas tree remnants. The event was co-
sponsored by the Student Council, the Office 
of Student Activities, the Dean of Student Af-
fairs and the Kenyon Inn. Peirce catered the 
event with hot chocolate and eggnog. Origi-
nally slated as a nightlong celebration similar 
to Summer Sendoff, budget constraints forced 
the event to become, as Voth told the paper 
then, “more of an afternoon study break.” In 
addition to its aim of spreading holiday cheer, 
the event also collected canned goods, clothing 
and monetary donations for Food for the Hun-
gry, sponsored by Mount Vernon’s Salvation 
Army and Inter-Church. 
Voth said the hardest part of the construc-
tion was hammering the 200 to 300 poles into 
the ground and stapling the chicken wire to 
them. He and a group of friends carried out this 
task the Friday before the big event. 
Starting at 10 a.m. that Saturday morning, 
the wreath took form in about an hour as hun-
dreds of students, alongside staff members and 
Gambier residents, filled the trough with ever-
green. 
“That Saturday morning, we just got stu-
dents together and we just dropped all the 
Christmas wreath materials into the chicken 
wire and voila, you’ve got the world’s largest 
Christmas wreath,” Voth said. This was true: 
the 140-foot-wide wreath bested Clemsonville 
Christmas Tree Farm’s world record by 27 feet. 
According to Vice President for Student Af-
fairs Meredith Bonham ’92, who at the time 
was enjoying the final days of the fall of junior 
year before spending the spring abroad, Robby 
Voth and his wreath form a vivid memory in 
her days as a student. 
“Bobby’s just a wonderful person who 
would pursue a passion project like building 
the world’s largest Christmas wreath, so he is 
a memorable figure from my time at Kenyon,” 
Bonham said. 
Over the course of the upcoming school 
year, 1991-92, Writer in Residence P.F. Kluge 
’64 would write Alma Mater, documenting 
a year in the life of the College. While Voth’s 
project occurred two semesters too soon to 
make it into Kluge’s book, Bonham spoke of a 
culture of getting noticed that would really take 
flight in her and Voth’s senior year. 
“In the fall, [the wreath] was just another 
wacky event in the life of Kenyon College,” she 
said. “Bobby put a lot of effort into it and it was 
just a weird and wonderful thing about our 
time at Kenyon.” 
Voth’s wreath lost out on literary immortal-
ity not only in the case of Kluge’s Alma Mater 
but also, more importantly, failed to make it 
into the Guinness Book of World Records. USA 
Today and the Columbus Dispatch were on-
site according to Voth, but not a representative 
from Guinness. 
“My roommates took pictures, we devel-
oped them, we did everything they asked us 
to do from the ground up, except for that very 
important piece,” Voth said. While Voth was 
embarrassed at the time, the near-miss was still 
a memorable event and, furthermore, as the 
old adage goes: It’s more about the bonds one 
builds along the way. 
For Voth’s roommate, this was the best pos-
sible outcome to arise from his passing joke 
about the record book. 
“Karl loved it. Karl thought it was the great-
est thing since sliced bread,” Voth said. 
Voth, now in business, took two important 
lessons from his wreath. 
“The formative piece is everything has a 
solution. Literally everything has a solution,” 
Voth said. “Nothing can’t be done, per se, it’s 
just, ‘do you have the capability and drive to do 
it?’”
In addition to demonstrating the power of 
human creativity and simple ideas, Kenyon’s 
wreath also serves as a cautionary tale. 
“The huge lesson from it was, follow the 
rules, man. Dot your I’s and cross your T’s. A 
good idea is not good enough,” Voth said, add-
ing that when he has an idea now, he checks 
himself to make sure it’s not “another wreath.” 
While Voth didn’t make it into the record 
books, Bonham considers the wreath a hall-
mark of what Kenyon and the class of 1992 
mean to her. She looked back on returning five 
years ago to work at the College she had fallen 
in love with as a student.
“Kenyon was at its core still very much the 
same institution, but had evolved and inno-
vated in ways that made it more relevant and 
contemporary,” Bonham said, citing a funda-
mentally quirky and innovative spirit. 
Beyond just the institution, Bonham refer-
enced in particular the genuine affection she 
felt for her classmates, all juniors in the year of 
the wreath. “We just have these friendships and 
bonds that have endured over time and that’s 
something that I try not to take for granted,” 
Bonham said. 
As for the record that never was, Voth be-
lieves an even larger wreath is possible on 
Peirce Lawn. 
According to the Cobequid Christmas Tree 
Producers’ Association, the most recent Guin-
ness World Record for largest wreath belongs 
to Carolann Naugle, who constructed a wreath 
with a diameter of 251.9 feet using rail and re-
bar. Once the modular units are removed from 
Peirce Lawn, the record is ripe for the taking. 
“You could do that right in front of Ascen-
sion easily,” Voth said. 
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Instead of using a box tie-dye set, Bernstein uses Rit dye to produce higher quality colors. Thirty percent of her profits are donated. | COURTESY OF LILI BERNSTEIN 
Lili Bernstein ’22 tie-dyes, sells clothes as passion project 
JACKSON WALD
FEATURES EDITOR
Kenyon Harmony project connects campus through music
In the midst of a global 
pandemic, it’s difficult for 
students to adapt to complet-
ing school from home and to 
find ways to separate work 
from other pastimes. In the 
past few weeks, Kenyon stu-
dents have devised creative 
ways to be productive, one of 
them being the Kenyon Har-
mony Project. 
This semester, Professor of 
Music Ted Buehrer has been 
teaching Music and Entre-
preneurship (MUSC 325.00), 
which is about the myriad of 
career opportunities available 
to musicians. Buehrer orga-
nizes video calls with alumni 
who are in music fields, and 
informs his students about 
professional musicians who 
are creating new types of rev-
olutionary careers in the in-
dustry. 
The Kenyon Harmony 
Project was created as a result 
of this class, according to an 
email written by Leah Dunbar 
’20 to the Collegian. Dunbar, 
the executive director of the 
project, wrote that the class 
originally planned to put on 
an educational festival for 
kids in the local community. 
However, after this plan was 
derailed by the COVID-19, 
the students of MUSC 325 
talked over alternatives. “We 
could do a more traditional 
class about 21st-century musi-
cianship and organizations, or 
we could turn on a dime and 
go forward with a new proj-
ect idea,” Dunbar wrote. “We 
thought that shifting to a vir-
tual music initiative allowed 
us to fulfill that need in our 
community, to keep collabo-
rating musically with Kenyon 
people even though we are all 
quarantined.”
The final product, which 
should be completed in May, 
will be composed of three 
parts, and students, staff and 
alumni are encouraged to get 
involved in as many parts as 
they wish. The first part is the 
Kokosing Farewell, a mon-
tage of video submissions of 
people singing the quintes-
sential Kenyon College tune. 
This is meant to be “a virtual 
choir of all sorts of Kenyon 
folks, brought together to sing 
this special song in a difficult 
time,” Dunbar said. 
For the second part of this 
project, participants send a 
video of themselves perform-
ing solo acts or multi-track 
ensembles that they have 
made in quarantine. Finally, 
the third part will be a collab-
oration between the writers 
and musicians of the Kenyon 
community: Poets and writ-
ers are asked to submit a piece 
of writing focused on the idea 
of “harmony.” The authors of 
the pieces can choose to ei-
ther film themself reading it, 
or have it matched to a musi-
cian who will create a musical 
adaptation. “In creating the 
works,” Dunbar wrote, “I hope 
people get to enjoy the process 
of music making and prepar-
ing even if they’re doing them 
in quarantine.” The deadline 
to submit files is April 25. 
Not only does this project 
offer music students a forum 
to work with others in the 
same position, but it also re-
minds the community of the 
unfaltering Kenyon spirit. 
“This is in no way a replace-
ment for the traditional Se-
nior Sing,” Dunbar wrote. 
“However, we do think that 
this project will impact those 
who are involved in campus 
music (either through per-
forming/watching), as well 
as seniors whose time for on-
campus performances has 
ended abruptly.” 
To submit your videos or 
ask questions, email kenyon-
harmonyproject@gmail.com. 
To stay updated on details 
about the project, its Face-
book page is Kenyon Harmo-
ny Project, and it can be found 
on Instagram @kenyonhar-
monyproject. 
Additional details can be 






As many Kenyon students have had 
to find new hobbies and activities 
to fill their time in quarantine, Lili 
Bernstein ’22 has taken the chance 
to start selling homemade clothing 
online. With the help of her mother, 
Bernstein has started to create and 
sell homemade tie-dye underwear 
and tank top sets through her Insta-
gram account @smallgiraffe. While 
Bernstein views the activity as a sort 
of passion project, the venture is 
philanthropic as well; 30 percent of 
the proceeds go to No Kid Hungry, 
a nonprofit organization that works 
to ensure all children are able to get 
healthy meals.
“I really have watched the tie-dye 
trend go up and I like some of the tie-
dye that I’ve seen, but, personally, I 
wanted to just take my own spin and 
work on colors that I thought would 
be cool,” Bernstein said. 
Bernstein’s methods of tie-dying 
are unique. Rather than using a boxed 
tie-dye set, which could take up to 
six hours to dry, Bernstein has opted 
for Rit dye, a higher-quality dye, and 
rolls her garments up with rubber 
bands. The rubbered-banded groups 
will usually contain six tank tops and 
four pairs of underwear.
“I [then] put it in Saran Wrap,” 
Bernstein explained, “and then I put 
it in the microwave and it heats up, 
and expands and it absorbs the dye 
into the fabric. Then after that, I rinse 
it in the sink … when I do batches of 
colors, I’ ll probably rinse it for a total 
of an hour to really get all the dye out. 
And then you wash it and dry it. And 
that’s it.”
While Bernstein enjoys creating 
these pieces, she is also motivated by 
the charitable aspect of her work.
“I’ve always been interested in the 
crossover between art, and giving 
art back in a way,” Bernstein said. 
“If you have the privilege to work 
on something that you’re passionate 
about, that’s amazing. But also if you 
can give back, if you don’t necessar-
ily need all of the profits that you’re 
making.”
Bernstein has sold over 55 total ar-
ticles of clothing, and is looking to 
expand the types of clothing she tie-
dyes as time progresses.
“We’re using the classic Hanes tank 
tops, due to the circumstances; how-
ever, once we get out of the shelter-in-
place lifestyle, we’re hoping to become 
more eco-friendly and use vintage 
tank tops that I can easily find in like 
thrift stores here,” Bernstein said. 
“We [also] want to do like boxers and 
little canvas hats for the summer. So 
we’re trying to broaden our inventory 
for a more wide audience.”
Customer reviews so far have been 
positive. Mia Potter ’20 purchased a 
set after seeing Bernstein promote 
them on Instagram.
“I’m really happy with the set,” 
Potter wrote in a message to the Col-
legian. “Most of my clothes are still at 
Kenyon, so it’s nice to have a cute new 
shirt to wear during this time.” Any-
one who is interested in purchasing a 
set can follow and message Bernstein 
on her Instagram account @smallgi-
raffe.
ARTS
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Assistant Professor of Music Ross Feller poses for a selfie in the recording studio, 
taking all necessary precautions during his show. | COURTESY OF ROSS FELLER
Live from Gambier, its Ross Feller!
SAM BRODSKY
STAFF WRITER
Jenny Jantzen ’23 hosts open mic nights online for art lovers
Jenny Jantzen ’23 is no 
stranger to producing or 
showcasing art. She is a mem-
ber of the Long Dong Arts 
Collective and the drummer 
for the Kenyon-based band 
Mount Vermin. She was also 
featured earlier this semester 
in the Collegian for her writ-
ing and production of her own 
EP in her senior year of high 
school. Jantzen also expresses 
her love for art on her Insta-
gram, once offering to write 
haikus for anyone who want-
ed one. It was also on her In-
stagram that she announced 
she’d be hosting a virtual open 
mic night, hoping to bring to-
gether her friends and, in do-
ing so, the Kenyon communi-
ty as well. 
The virtual open mic began 
on Saturday, April 11 at 9 p.m. 
EST. After adjusting to the 
clunky technology of Google 
Hangouts and waiting for 
more people to join, Jantzen 
provided introductions for all 
16 of the guests. They were a 
mix of students from Kenyon 
as well as personal friends of 
Jantzen’s. She also took the 
time to go over the open mic’s 
rules, which included muting 
oneself during performances 
and applauding each one. 
At about 9:15 p.m., the 
open mic officially began. Up 
first was Amelia Carnell ’23, 
who read a short story. Other 
Kenyon students featured in-
cluded Sophie Wise ’23, who 
played a Celtic guitar solo, 
and Molly Fording ’23, who 
read a series of poems. There 
was also Theresa Carr ’23, 
who, at the last minute, signed 
up to perform stand-up com-
edy. Katya Naphtali ’23 also 
played two original songs 
with her sister, both from an 
EP the pair released last year 
under the name “The Scam 
Likely Band.” 
Many of Jantzen’s personal 
friends also performed: For 
example, an instrumentalist 
named Sarah played a clas-
sical guitar piece. Maheeb, a 
friend Jantzen hasn’t heard 
sing much before, performed 
a rendition of “Shampoo Bot-
tles” by the band Peach Pit. 
Autumn Koors Foltz, a re-
cently published writer, read 
from her new poetry collec-
tion Duck Pond.
The night was filled with 
talent and a strong sense of 
community. Audience mem-
bers could be seen swaying 
and dancing to songs, or smil-
ing after certain lines were 
read from a poem or story. 
During the performance of 
Jantzen’s friend Jason, who 
experimented with live gui-
tar loops, a listener said in the 
chat, “Maybe if we all throw 
our computers around we can 
be moshing.”
“The open mic went even 
better than I thought,” Jant-
zen said. “It was a really nice 
way to foster community be-
tween people, and it made me 
realize how much I missed 
my friends. It was especially 
rewarding to see my friends 
from college and high school 
getting along so well.”
Continuing to live through 
a global pandemic and the 
struggles of quarantine, it can 
be easy for people, especially 
college students, to feel lonely 
and listless. Events like Jant-
zen’s virtual open mic bring 
them together and distract 
from the chaos going on be-
yond their computer screens. 
Jantzen hopes to have another 
open mic soon, where students 
will be able to sign up through 




Jenny Jantzen ’23 shows off her dog during her open mic night 
session over Google Hangout. | COURTESY OF JENNY JANTZEN
Up until two weeks ago, WKCO 91.9, Ken-
yon’s radio station, had been running their over-
night playlist on a perpetual loop. Typically, the 
radio station is home to the dozens of radio pro-
grams hosted by students—from 11 a.m. to 11 
p.m., anybody could tune in to Kenyon students 
introducing their curated songs, discussing poli-
tics, reviewing films or even performing their 
own radio plays. The overnight playlist is only 
used during times that a student isn’t on the air. 
Recently, that has meant 24/7.
Now that nearly every student is home for 
the remaining academic semester, all radio pro-
grams on WKCO have been temporarily put on 
hold, except for one: “Live From Gambier.” Every 
Thursday at 10 p.m., a calm voice breaks the re-
petitive shuffle of the overnight Spotify playlist, 
announcing, “Good morning, good afternoon 
and good night to all Kenyon students stretched 
across the globe, and welcome to ‘Live from 
Gambier.’”  
Two weeks ago, Assistant Professor of Mu-
sic Ross Feller sent an email to the student body 
announcing the premiere of his new show. He 
mentioned that the show will be an “antidote” 
to “these unfortunate times.” He wrote that the 
show will feature, among other things, uplifting 
music, healing sounds, recordings of Gambier’s 
local birds, bells and “the sound of one hand clap-
ping.”
The show came about from Feller’s wish to 
comfort students who might be missing Ken-
yon’s campus. “I thought, ‘what else could I do 
for the students?’ And then I thought, if I did a 
radio show, I could create this virtual sense of 
place through sounds and stories and news from 
Gambier… Just things the students would in-
stantly connect with, even though they’re spread 
out over the globe,” he said over a Zoom inter-
view. 
Last week, for example, Feller kicked off his 
show by giving the current weather forecast of 
Gambier (“It’s mostly cloudy here”) followed by 
a piece of news: “Bam Bam the cat is doing well, I 
just saw him hanging out by the Village Inn,” he 
said. “I haven’t seen Moxie recently, but I’m sure 
he’s with Campus Safety.” Feller hopes that each 
student can get a slice of Gambier every week, 
wherever they may be, through old-school radio.
Feller comes equipped: Every week he enters 
the studio armed with sanitary wipes and a can 
of disinfectant spray. “Truth be told,” he admit-
ted, “I was a little apprehensive about going into 
the studio at first… who knows what you could 
be breathing in.” He says that the studio looks 
relatively the same, except for the absence of stu-
dents. 
After his brief news report, Feller then transi-
tioned to a more serious, somber tone: He dedi-
cated the show to the numerous musicians who 
had passed away due to COVID-19, including 
the country folk singer-songwriter John Prine, 
one of Feller’s favorites. He played Prime’s song, 
“Hello in There,” followed by “Lean On Me,” as 
performed by Bill Withers (another recent death, 
though not of coronavirus). 
At a time when nobody can travel, Feller also 
took his audience on a music tour, specifically, 
a “music healing tour” from artists all over the 
globe. From the Ohms of Tibetian monks to the 
drone-based music of South India, Feller played a 
relaxing mix of music for students to feel a sense 
of serenity during hectic times. 
Feller has been successful so far; he estimates 
50 or 60 people listen in every week, and several 
students have written to him, thanking him for 
the show. “Live from Gambier is single-handedly 
getting me through the quarantine,” one student 
wrote. 
In the interview, he read this email with a 
smile. “I probably should admit, however,” he 
said, “that when I did my old radio show, it wasn’t 
clear if anyone was listening.” 
Near the middle of his show, as 50 members 
of the Kenyon community tuned in, Feller played 
Dianne Warwick’s cover of “What the World 
Needs Now is Love.” Ross Feller gives the Kenyon 
community what they need on Thursday nights. 
You can tune in to “Live From Gambier” on 
Thursdays at 10 p.m. EST on WKCO.org/fm. 
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We live in a historically de-
fining moment, having to con-
stantly adapt to unknowns. 
Many of us, including myself, 
are undertaking this journey 
alongside people we might not 
have selected.  Currently, my 
days consist of reading compel-
ling history and women’s and 
gender studies research while 
surrounded by a mother who 
gardens religiously, a father 
with midnight office hours for 
students in India and an un-
interested 13-year-old dog. By 
sharing my present situation, I 
hope that in return students re-
f lect on their Kenyon identity 
as it evolves and adapts in their 
new academic landscapes.
I’m writing to you from a 
desk, whose edges encase all 
that remains of my Kenyon 
spring semester: unreturned 
library books, a laptop and an 
email account connecting me to 
my Kenyon community. There’s 
a question I’ve been dodging 
since the beginning of online 
classes: Why do I hold on so 
tightly to my Kenyon-infused 
workplace? I guess I believe 
that leaving this room means 
entering a more frightening 
place, one where parents polite-
ly decline discourse on grow-
ing feminist ideology, trans-
national thought or historical 
paradigms. They resist join-
ing conversations that aren’t as 
light as those held over dinner. 
To them, it is merely unappetiz-
ing. To me, it is the last imagi-
nary leap back to Kenyon. My 
parents are not the colleagues, 
the professors or the AVI staff 
that have shaped my Kenyon 
identity.
Without a doubt, I am 
thankful for the lessons my 
parents taught me and the roof 
above my head. My parents 
raised me in a little place called 
B-town, 5,000 miles from their 
homeland. Being the  only Ro-
manians we knew, we depended 
on each other to cultivate some 
sort of identity. Before Ken-
yon, my mom and dad were my 
muses, soundboards and my 
only lifeline. As I navigated my 
first year on campus as an only 
child and first-generation citi-
zen, my parents’ advice kept me 
grounded. Knowing that their 
teachings elevated me to the in-
tellectual caliber that Kenyon 
demanded, I see my mom and 
dad as my most valuable educa-
tors and closest friends. Now I 
return home on an unexpected 
break, and I struggle to make 
banter not turn into an ideo-
logical dispute. What changed? 
How do I balance both my Ke-
nyon identity and family iden-
tity? 
The trial and errors of this 
new learning environment are 
simply my growing pains as I 
experience a Kenyon education 
among my family instead of my 
peers. However, while every-
one is currently living on top of 
each other, perhaps I should see 
my family as the key to main-
taining the Kenyon conversa-
tions my friends and I started 
on the Hill. As much as I long 
for Kenyon, we can still create 
action by sparking constructive 
dialogue. Maybe I should ven-
ture outside my Kenyon sanctu-
ary at home and not give up on 
my parents, who love to learn 
just as much as I do.
In a post-COVID-19 future, 
I hope to graduate. When I do, 
I want to teach others what Ke-
nyon taught me. Every day re-
minds me of the reality that 
post-grad life is a more glori-
fied version of now. While my 
dream job, ideal city and like-
minded community might be 
on hold, I still have to learn 
and grow, even without Ken-
yon’s safety net. Moreover, I 
must learn to collaborate with 
those not of the Kenyon persua-
sion. One day, I might have an 
old boss; will they be receptive 
to my new ideas? I might work 
with young interns; will they be 
reluctant to hear my advice? 
As my parents test my pa-
tience and we continue losing 
sleep over our differences, I 
acknowledge their counterar-
guments broaden my worldly 
perspective. Moreover, this 
close-quarters situation de-
mands me to cultivate respect. 
My future career in the human-
ities contrasts with my parents’ 
scientific passions. How do I 
engage and teach them about 
what I love? How do I suspend 
my opinions to hear theirs? 
While we wait, I hope we prac-
tice patience for the benefit of 
learning from those around us. 
Right now, I’m reminded of Ke-
nyon’s academic mission more 
than ever as I learn how to find 
common ground and collabo-
rate with others. Sharing a Ke-
nyon education with my par-
ents once felt impossible. As I 
think of all my peers around 
the world disseminating their 
Kenyon lessons, I gain strength 
to believe I can do it too. Obe-
dient to some strange spell, we 
should continue to enlighten 
others, for then we are not too 
far apart.
Celina German ’21 is a his-
tory major with a women’s and 
gender studies concentration 
from Bloomington, Ind. You can 
contact her at german1@ken-
yon.edu. 
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Support should be extended to summer employees, seniors
STAFF EDITORIAL
Letter to the Editor: 
A farewell playlist for seniors
Greetings and a big virtual hug from 
your punk rock campus mom,
I hope this message finds you well. 
We are living in unprecedented times 
and sharing a collective global hu-
man experience. How are you hold-
ing up right now? What is your cur-
rent story? Feel free to drop me a line 
at my Kenyon address: petersenh@
kenyon.edu. I miss you all and would 
love to hear how you’re doing!
I’m doing fine here in Ohio. I live 
alone and have a heart condition. It 
is a little unnerving to have a pre-
existing condition during this time, 
but I’m staying home and thankful 
for good health. My neighbors and I 
are looking out for each other. I vid-
eo chat regularly with my family. I 
have enough food to last at least 30 
days. I’m making art in my home stu-
dio, deep cleaning my apartment and 
making fitness a priority again. Yes, 
binge-watching Netf lix/Hulu is also 
happening and I’m trying to keep my 
news intake minimal.
My neighbor across the street will 
have her second son later this month. 
My brother is working 70-plus hours 
a week delivering fresh, organic Ohio 
produce to our local community. 
My healthy dad is home taking care 
of my high-risk mom. My sister-in-
law is working with my 10-year-old 
nephew at home. Someone else very 
close to me is working long, stress-
ful hours overseeing a multimillion-
dollar Ohio highway infrastructure 
project. 
Who are your heroes right now? 
Have you told them how amazing 
they are? Call them up and tell them. 
Your words are too important to text. 
Many of you know that I’m a 
WKCO DJ. I spend my last show of 
each school year sharing the same 
special playlist for seniors. I felt very 
sad about missing that opportunity 
this year and reached out to the Col-
legian. I’m thrilled to share the titles 
of these songs with you here in these 
pages!
The last of the songs on my play-
list is “Young Lion” from Vampire 
Weekend’s Modern Vampires of the 
City. I’m a classically trained pianist 
and loved it from the first listen. As 
the story goes, Rostam Batmanglij 
wrote the song based on an experi-
ence Ezra Koening had while fin-
ishing their second record, Contra. 
Ezra was walking quickly down a 
New York City street when a stranger 
stopped him and said, “You take your 
time, young lion.” 
When I created this playlist for se-
niors a few years ago, I didn’t know 
that story. Still, I felt it was the per-
fect song to end each school year. 
The simplicity of the single line lyric 
truly captures the spirit of my heart 
each May. “Young Lion” always runs 
through my head on Commencement 
Day as I hug parents and my students 
in their caps and gowns. Because this 
year is different from all other years 
we’ll ever know, I share that Com-
mencement Day spirit here.
You take your time, young lions. 
In this life, you will love and lose 
and amaze yourself with your own 
resilience. Take your time to learn 
and live and become. Taking your 
time does not have to mean a slow-
er pace. To me, it means recognizing 
the process of your experiences. In 
this unfathomable time, seniors, you 
are persevering. You are finishing 
something amazing because of your 
resilience and inner drive to suc-
ceed, regardless of the current pan-
demic. You’re really doing it. Revel in 
that truth. When potential employ-
ers see your Kenyon degree, they will 
know you are capable, intelligent and 
strong. Wear it like a badge of pride. 
You have earned it and I’m so very 
proud of all of you. You have touched 
my life with your kindness, laughter 
and honesty. 
Many thanks to the Collegian for 
giving me some space to share with 
you today. It means a lot. I’d also 
like to thank them for the recent 
staff editorial recognizing our cam-
pus leadership during these unusu-
al circumstances. Even putting the 
current pandemic aside, I know this 
has been a challenging year. I know 
students have felt unheard and dis-
couraged. I also know that our cam-
pus leaders care deeply about you, 
not just as Kenyon students, but as 
human beings. This care is a con-
stant for them every single day. They 
worked tirelessly around the clock 
to adjust the school’s plan and made 
difficult decisions with your wellbe-
ing in mind. I’m proud to work with 
these colleagues. We are Kenyon and 
we’re stronger when we stand togeth-
er. How can we build understanding 
and learn from each other next year? 
I’d love to hear your ideas.
To all my students: It’s such a plea-
sure to share my campus life with 
you. Please be safe and know I’m 
sending light your way. In turn, I ask 
you to shine your own light brightly 
in this world, wherever you are. Be 
proud of the person you are becom-
ing. Take chances and do the things 
you’ve dreamed of. 
You take your time, young lions.
Heather Petersen
Playlist:
Living Saints—Polar Bear Club
Graze—Animal Collective
Float On—Modest Mouse
The Globe—Big Audio Dynamite
Scoundrel Days—a-ha
Peace of Mind—The Ocean Blue
Forever Young—Alphaville
First Breath After Coma—Explo-
sions in the Sky
Tomorrow—Bad Religion
I Believe—R.E.M.
Brace Yourself—Les Savy Fav
Young Lion—Vampire Weekend
Kenyon is set to receive nearly $1 
million in stimulus from the Unit-
ed States federal government as part 
of the the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security (CARES) 
Act, half of which will go to funding 
emergency financial aid grants for 
students. While this is far less mon-
ey than most of our peer institutions 
are receiving, the Collegian believes 
that the College should use a portion 
of this money to alleviate the finan-
cial burdens imposed by the College’s 
necessary decisions to cancel the rest 
of the 2020 spring semester and, as of 
this past week, all summer program-
ming. 
Each summer, over 100 students 
remain on campus to work a vari-
ety of jobs, from doing research in a 
wide range of disciplines to staffing 
events, camps and Gambier business-
es. With the decision to cancel sum-
mer programs, many students who 
expected a steady stream of income 
this summer are all of a sudden left 
out to dry. Summer Scholars have to 
apply months in advance and, upon 
getting accepted, pull applications 
from similar undergraduate research 
experiences at other colleges and 
universities. They are paid $4,000 for 
10 weeks of work on campus, a very 
competitive income for summer em-
ployment. 
So far, the College has been very 
supportive of students and staff in 
reducing the economic burden in 
this age of uncertainty. The College 
has acted on the premise that if stu-
dents were expecting to work the rest 
of the semester, they should not see 
that income evaporate. While sum-
mer programs have yet to begin, 
the fact that students have already 
planned the next three-plus months 
around this expected income means 
that they should be compensated in 
some fashion. The same goes for stu-
dents who were planning to work on 
campus for the Summer Programs 
Office, the Office of Admissions, the 
Brown Family Environmental Cen-
ter, the Kenyon Farm or any other 
paid, College-affiliated summer job. 
Of course, providing financial re-
lief can come in a number of ways. As 
the College proved with its grant and 
reimbursement program for housing 
and dining, it is capable of accom-
modating a variety of financial cir-
cumstances. For some students, it 
might be possible to conduct summer 
research remotely, or to do remote 
work for the Office of Admissions or 
the library’s help desk. Where this is 
the case, the College should give stu-
dents that option. 
In instances where it is impossi-
ble to work from home, the College 
should develop a plan to provide fi-
nancial assistance and other forms 
of support to students who now find 
themselves out of a job. 
Kenyon isn’t the only place cancel-
ling summer jobs, though, and assis-
tance from the College can come in 
more ways than just financial help. 
The College can further support 
students this summer by providing 
guidance on navigating an unusual 
seasonal employment market. 
The Career Development Of-
fice (CDO) should collect informa-
tion on students who have had their 
summer plans torn asunder and help 
provide them with information on 
remote opportunities. For seniors, 
many of whom are witnessing their 
post-graduation plans dissolve before 
their eyes as employers enforce hir-
ing freezes, the CDO should provide 
guidance on how to navigate what is 
perhaps the worst job market since 
the Great Depression. 
While the College has gone to 
great lengths to provide for the stu-
dent body in these uncertain times, 
we at the Collegian encourage them 
to think about what further assis-
tance they can provide as an uncer-
tain spring evolves into what looks to 
be an equally uncertain summer. 
The staff editorial is written week-
ly by editors-in-chief Becca Foley ’20 
and  Adam Schwager ’20 and execu-
tive director Tommy Johnson ’20. 
You can contact them at foley1@ken-
yon.edu, schwager1@kenyon.edu and 
johnson1@kenyon.edu, respectively.
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We are certainly in a time full of un-
precedented events in sports. The Olympic 
Games have only been canceled three times 
since the modern games began in 1896, 
once during World War I and twice during 
World War II. This is, however, the first time 
in Olympic history that the games have been 
postponed. 
In the past, even in times of great trag-
edy, the festivities have carried on. In 1968, 
the Mexico City Olympics continued despite 
the Tlatelolco massacre that left hundreds of 
unarmed protestors dead in the streets of the 
nation’s capital. Four years later, at the infa-
mous Munich games, 11 Israeli coaches and 
athletes were killed by Palestinian terrorists. 
Most recently, at the 1996 Atlanta Olympics, 
a bomb left two dead and dozens injured. 
In the wake of tragedy, the Olympic Games 
have always carried on, uniting and empow-
ering their grieving community. 
In the case of COVID-19, sports cannot 
be considered a coping mechanism. The vi-
rus, which thrives in large social gatherings 
and with unnecessary travel, would wreak 
havoc on the millions of people that pour 
into Tokyo from across the world. 
The games, originally scheduled to take 
place from July 24 until August 9 of 2020, 
are now set to begin on July 23, 2021 and 
run until August 8.  The Paralympic games 
(originally scheduled during the summer of 
2021) are also shifting accordingly and will 
now run from August 24 until Sept. 5, 2021.
Tokyo, a modernized and industrious 
city, would have been one of the rare econ-
omies able to profit from the games. It was 
projected that the economic impact of the 
games for Japan would be approximately 
$297 billion (32 trillion yen). The costs of a 
postponement obviously throw a wrench in 
that forecast. Katsuhiro Miyamoto, a profes-
sor emeritus of economics at Kansai Univer-
sity, estimates the postponement will cost 
an additional $6 billion, after Japan already 
spent $26 billion. These costs result from a 
variety of factors, including stadium main-
tenance, equipment storage and restarting 
advertisement campaigns. This need for 
funding is especially problematic amid the 
economic consequences of the virus, which 
is estimated to cause a $9- to $18-billion de-
crease in tax revenue. 
The expected revenue stream and the ex-
treme consequences of postponement was 
likely why Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe and his administration were so resistant 
to a postponement. It is also widely believed 
that Abe in particular had a strong politi-
cal impetus for the games to continue. The 
games, which were first brought to Tokyo in 
1964 by Abe’s own grandfather, were set to 
be the pinnacle of his career. 
Many believe this immense incentive 
to still hold the games this summer led to 
questionable COVID-19 reactionary mea-
sures. Japanese citizens interviewed by ABC 
News believe that Japan intentionally re-
ported lower numbers of coronavirus cases 
in the hopes of continuing the Olympics on 
time. According to Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, Japan had 1,140 cases of coronavirus on 
March 24, the day it was announced that the 
Olympics were being moved to next year. In 
less than two weeks, the count had risen to 
5,500 and deaths in the country had tripled. 
The possible mishandling of COVID-19 
is fuel for the widespread criticism of Abe 
and his administration among Japanese 
citizens, who feel the government is out of 
touch with its citizens. “The Japanese ruling 
elite form a class of their own, out of touch 
with the reality of the daily life and concern 
of the people. They are preoccupied with the 
Olympics and have prioritized the resume 
of what remains of Abenomics over serious 
countermeasures against the spread of the 
virus,” said Koichi Nakano to ABC News, a 
political science professor at Sophia Univer-
sity in Tokyo. 
In this time of great uncertainty, Japan 
must remain impartial and informed about 
the feasibility of hosting the Olympics next 
year. Abe and his administration must ap-
propriately protect the millions of people 
involved in the Olympic proceedings, which 
include not only athletes and Olympic offi-
cials, but also the millions of fans and vol-
unteers who would come from all over the 
world to attend. Without proper testing 
and preventative measures, the 2021 Tokyo 
Olympics could serve as another epicenter 
in this horrific pandemic. 
ANNMARIE MORRISON
JOE WINT
SPORTS EDITOR
